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reminding him of this, and imploring him to befriend
the boy who would soon be fatherless and the wife
about to become a widow.*

These things illustrate Sidney's connection with
the English drama before Shakespeare gave it new
life and dignity. Of course he saw more of the plays
and players at performances in private houses than
at places of public entertainment; but perhaps he
was one of the " lively copemates" of Edmund
Spenser who, according to Gabriel Harvey, were in
the habit of going to " laugh their mouths and
bellies full for pence or twopence apiece," when
" my Lord of Leicester's, or my Lord of Warwick's,
or Vaux's, or my Lord Rich's players " were to be
seen at the Theatre in Shoreditch.f

Sidney had probably made the acquaintance of
Gabriel Harvey some while before they met at
Audley End in July, 1578. Harvey was then one of
the Earl of Leicester's " men." " Who is this ? "
asked the Queen, when the Cambridge teacher of
rhetoric and classical literature came up to pay his
respects to her. " Is it Leicester's man that we
were speaking of ? " On being told that it was, she
added " I will not deny you my hand, Harvey,"
There was talk at that time of Harvey's going
abroad, in some unexplained capacity, on Leicester's
behalf. This arrangement apparently fell through,
but one which is far-more noteworthy ensued on the

* State Papers, Elizabeth, Domestic; Tarleton to Walsingham,
August (?), 1588.

f "The Letter-Book of Gabriel Harvey7' (Camden Society, 1884),
pp. 67, 68,